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“Osterhoff offers a meticulously researched history of the
Lionel factories. He covers its early Manhattan workshops,
its factory complex in Irvington and Hillside, NJ, and
its last U.S.-based manufacturing facility in Michigan.
'*Tl[ lll]HElIIlAlHi F“H H[mmr The book’s strength is its descriptions of the physical
= buildings, with hundreds of photos, plans, documents,
and other illustrations. Osterhoff spends little time
on the trains themselves, and though he covers labor
relations and some employee activities, he doesn’t focus
on what daily life was like in what the company termed
248 Pages- 10" x 10" the “fun factories.” Osterhoff does a nice job explaining
Har d:;lf‘_’I;’;:Zi;;:";;O;_f‘_g;gzsoos_s Lionel’s hard times in the 1960s and its long-standing
Publisher’s Limited Edition Hardcover - $69.95, involvement with military production. This important,
ISBN 978-1-9336-0006-2 though narrowly focused study of the iconic Lionel is
recommended for academic and larger public library
business collections.”—Library Journal, Feb. 2009
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