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Inside The Lionel Trains Fun Factory: The History of a 
Manufacturing Icon and The Place Where Childhood 
Dreams Were Made by Robert J. Osterhoff.  Available 
from Project Roar Publishing, P.O. Box 599, Winfield, IL 
60190.  To order, visit www.projectroar.com or call 630-
653-ROAR (7627).  248 pages, 575+ color photos and 
images, Hardcover $34.95 (ISBN 978-1-9336-0005-5), 
Publisher’s Limited Edition Hardcover $69.95 (ISBN 978-1-
9336-0006-2).  It is also available at your local book seller, 
hobby retailer, bn.com and Amazon.com.

Trade wholesalers:	 Baker & Taylor, Motorbooks (Quayside), Follett 
Emery-Pratt, Brodart and Quality Books., 

Hobby wholesalers: 	 Toy Train Hall of Fame, Emery, East Coast Trains 
and TM Books & Video.

“Osterhoff offers a meticulously researched history of the 
Lionel factories. He covers its early Manhattan workshops, 
its factory complex in Irvington and Hillside, NJ, and 
its last U.S.-based manufacturing facility in Michigan. 
The book’s strength is its descriptions of the physical 
buildings, with hundreds of photos, plans, documents, 
and other illustrations. Osterhoff spends little time 
on the trains themselves, and though he covers labor 
relations and some employee activities, he doesn’t focus 
on what daily life was like in what the company termed 
the “fun factories.” Osterhoff does a nice job explaining 
Lionel’s hard times in the 1960s and its long-standing 
involvement with military production. This important, 
though narrowly focused study of the iconic Lionel is 
recommended for academic and larger public library 
business collections.”—Library Journal, Feb. 2009
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